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Fin, and Feltow-Martals, . 
Th IN DING the bleſſedneſs of Goſpel-Salvation for 


our own ſouls, we feel ourſelves tenderly concerned 
for yours. To promote yours, we write to you. 
W And what we write, we earneſtly entreat you, for 
Four own good, your greatelt good, particularly to read, and 
\*#1criouſly, as fairly, to examine. We write, not to grieve, but 
to profit you; deſiring to breathe the ſame ſpirit as the Apoſ- 
tle, who ſaid, in his epiſtle to the Corinthians,“ I write not 
i theſe things to ame you, but as beloved ſons, I'warn you.” 
you are deeply interelted in the ſubjedt. God give you to 
weigh it, according to its importance, and your great concern 
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And in accompliſhing it, we will, | 

1. Remark and examine what do&rines your miniſter 
teaches; and then lay before you, | . 
23. The awful peer of ſuch teaching 
Concerning the firit of theſe particulars, we remark, in the 
firſt place, 5 9 5 5 
1. That the everlaſting welfare of the ſoul is, of all impor- 
tant concerns, the moſt important. No care is to be com- 
pared to that, which relates to this moſt intereſting matter. 
our concern here is for eternity. Solemn word But, Sirs, 
have you, as ſinners, any ſouls at all, to be cared for, and to 
e laved ? If you believe what your teacher ſays, and under- 
Ind what he means, you mult believe you have none. He 
ocars expreſsly and avowedly to teach, that man has no ſpiri- 
ual part in him, diſtinct 85 the body, to live in a copious | 
* e | | | on ae Gra tate 


—— 


unleſs wreſted and perverte 


[ | , = | 


fate, after death, in another world. Man, with him, and a; 


characterized by him, is all matter, and no ſpirit. (See his 
* Inſtitetes;” his“ Diſquifitions ;? and his © Hiſtory of the 
Corruptions of Chriſtianity”). This your miniſter tells you: 


Will you believe him? If ſo, what need has he to perſuade 
vou, and you to attend to ſuch and ſuch faith, or to fuch and 
ſuch practice, when on neither one, nor the other, * 


concern depends? And, indeed, it is pretty obſervable, that 


in none of his publications does the Doctor appear with that 


earneſtneſs to labour the point of people's caring for their eter. Ml 


nal welfare, as do thoſe miniſters, who, in diſtinction from his 


heterodoxy, are maintainers of orthodoxy; and in diſtinction 
from his ſelf-righteous form, are faithful preachers of the 
evangelical power of godlineſs. This is conſiſtent. But, by 
this means, we are led to remark to you, that he opens to you, 


and to others, a wide door of ſoul-neglect, which may well 
follow the ſouls non-exiſtence. Thcaſands, without ſuch 


teaching, live as if they believed that they had no ſouls at all 
here, or any which would exiſt in an eternal ſtate hereafter: 


and though theſe ſinners do not want, yet they Bade a good 


helping hand from your teacher: and where they are already, 
his path will lead you. Wide is the gate, and broad is tj 
way, that leadeth to deſtruction, and many there be that go 2 
ein thereat,” we are told already; but leſt the one ſhould 5 


not be wide, and the other broad enough, the Doctor makes an 


addition to the width and the breadth. — To ſay no more, we 
only aſk you, whether pos itt teach what he teaches, 
as his manner is, being unlearn- 
ed and unſtable, to wreſt them to his own, and your own, 4. * 
and others deſtruction?ß! „ RS 
21. In the next place, we obſerve, that your miniſter teaches, WE 
What is as good as, or rather what is as bad as this, and what 
may be coupled with it, that there is 20 devil, and no hell, 
(See the above-named publications). Here, Sirs, is another 
wide, very wide door opened for to let you, and other ſinners % 


in; a door which ſhuts ſin in, and ſalvation out, Swrely, 


there muſt be a hell, where elſe could ſuch a door be made! 
And a devil, who elſe could make it ?—But, friends, notice, 
Wie beg of you, the conſequence of ſuch doctrine. Many pro- 
fligate abandoned mortals, ſlaves to fin, profeſs they believe, 
© there is neither God nor devil.” We remark, theſe mile- 
rable men are helped one half way in their creed by your 
teacher; and why cannot they be helped the. other half by 
him, and ſo receive from his ingenuity the completing of the 


whole Piece? For we ſee not, but that, if the Doctor has ahi- 


lity and dexterity of interpretation ſufficient toſhew from the 


ſcripture, that there is no devil, he may as eaſily ſhew, from 


the ſame fountain of inſtruction, that there is no God. And 
he that gan demonſtrate there is no hel, may demonſtrate there 
is no heaven,” (And what proof can the Doctor bring ew = 


* 


*/ hegven may mean no good one {and then, in caſe 
oere is no God, what becomes of the Doctor's Deity, or Su- 


ene Bring?) And we add too, that he who can prove that 


their comforts, and thoſe of their fears. © Orare Doctor, 
s the latter ſay, well done, go on; for we need not mind 
Ew how we hve in what is called , for there is no hell to ge 
; and we need not b2 afraid of the devil, for there is none to 
ch us.” — Bur, Sirs, we aſk, what can we, or you, poſſibly 
Mink that book, the bi5/e, to be, Which gives us ſo clear ac- 
Pyunts and various deſcriptions of the devil (and all confiitent 
) when, in fact, there is no ſuck ſpirit ; and of the eternal 
1 s of the damned in hell, when there is no ſuch ſtate, 
ino ſuch beings ? Surely, it will follaw, will it not? that 
Mere can be no ſuch God as we have been uſed to look upon 
od to be, from whom ſach a book can come, And the 
eures cannot be a divine revelation, but ſome poor ſtrange 
man compoſition; Indeed, this particular leads ns to 
. That the bible, one would think, being led by your 
aher to think, cannot be a_revelation to be 'truſted (not: 
ever, in his eſtimation. of it) when we obſerve, that the 
ich we call inftires, are repreſened by him, 4s if 
ey were «n-inſpired, not written by 1 For, not te 
eention in what a ſlight manner, and in what ambiguous, 
aivocal terms, he ſpeaks of the holy ſcriptures, reſpecting 
dependence upon them, as infallible, in his © Inititutes,” 
IRE. and more openly, and leſs equivocally, in his“ Hiſtory of 
he Corruptions of Chriſtianity ; We ſee, that in his“ ca. 
eechiſm for children and young perſons,” he puts this quel. 
Pn, © What is the bible ?“ and the anſwer is, © the bible is 
c: collection of books, written by good men. And in his 
mon, preached, printed, and fold in Birmingham, ſoon 
er his firſt coming to it, ſpeaking of the ſcriptures, he ſays, 
bey contain the hiſtory of all the diſpenſations of God to 
nankind, the pious ſentiments of men devoted to God, and 
honoured by him.” Kc. And in his fermon, entitled; 
he Doctrine of Divine Influence on the human Mind,“ 
eepeatedly calls the writers of the ſcriptures only)“ pious 
RE” riters.” This is the leſſening way, Sirs, in which the 
aor ſpeaks, when he PEG thoſe lagred books, which 
ns h n h 2 One 


* 
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one apoſlle fays, are given by inſpiration of Cod; and anothes, 
that holy men of old ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Gol. 


Whilſt we believe this apoſtolical account of the ſacred vo. 


lume, we may truſt the whole of it; but if the Doctor's ac. 
count be the true one, can we truſt any part of it? Ay; 
mere good men, who write good books, are but fallible, and 


the Holy Ghoſt alone is infallible; the compoſitions of the 
firſt to be examined, altered, and rectified; thoſe of the latter 


to be read, left unaltered, and believed; elſe the over- wiſe 


creature (becoming wiſe above what is written). may preſume 


to declare he has detected, and then proceed to rectify the 
errors of the Creator. Here, in this caſe, the Doctor ſhould 
draw the lines for us; and he, concluding himſelf in under. 


ſtanding to be the ſuperior of the Apoſtles, ſhould tell us what 
parts are fallible, and what infallible ; leſt, when we imagine 


we are truſting the writers in the latter view, we may aCtually 


be miſleading ourſelves with the former. We add too, that 
if your teacher believes ſo much, if not the whole of the 
ſcriptures to be fallible, and what, far that reaſon, may not 


be depended upon for divine truth, why does he, or why need 


he take ſo much pains as he does, to interpret them in his 


own way; that is, as he thinks, in the one true meaning, and 


then labour to force that interpretation on us? Becauſe, ſay. 


% 


ings which are very dubious, and of ſuſpicious authority, o 


| falſe in themſelves, need not, and ought not to be urged on 


any of us; and, as undoubted truths, they cannot. And if | 


we, being determined to admit of no pretended revealed feli- 


gion, but what, with our pre-conceived ideas of the fitneſs of 
things, we look upon as a 7ationa/ one, may inſiſt on the right 


to reject what our reaſon may make us think we ſee cauſe o 


diſapprove of, then it will follow, that the fooliſhneſs of the 
Creator may be diſcovered by the wiſdom of the creature; 
and fo the miſtakes of the former may be rectified by the 8 


even by the wiſeſt of us all, that t 


latter: and then alſo, we think it will follow, as a ſtrange, 
and till now unheard of, and 8 unthought of notion, 
e Creator has, for once, 


if not oftener, miſſed the matter, and over-ſhot the mark, by 1 


making man, a creature, of a ſuperior judgment and under- 
ſtanding to himfelf, the Creator; and ſent this wonderfully. i 


wiſe being into the world, amongſt other things, to examine, W 


new- model, and amend his own. imperfect productions. 
How can theſe conſequences be avoided, if the writers of the 
ſacred books are, in ſome things quite right, but in others, 


may be quite wrong? — This leads us to another obſervation 
of what your teacher tells us, relative to what may, or may 
not be revealed, and be depended on, and which is, 


* 4. That man's reaſon is ſufficient to guide him in ſpiritual 


matters; and is the one fit judge, whether ſuch and ſuch BB 
ropoſed doctrines, as taught in the ſcriptures, are to be be- 
bieved, and received, or not. (See his“ Appeal.“ y 


My 142 
5 . 
3 N 

__— 

ers -, Fe 

„ 

„ 

_ 

3 4 {J 

FM 

AH 


TR" Wo va. 7 ; 
* * 1 . * 
— . 7 . 
5 11. 0 0 

, MP 7, s- 4, od * : 

; * 8 e : 

y 1 £ ” „ * Y : 

A e. — 0 . 
ö 7 e 4 . * 1 f 


10 Cod is to teach, and that ke alone can teach, the Applica- 
1 n and true ſenſe of his word, is clearly taught in ſome 
hs 1 Waces, and taken for granted in all, is as plain as plain can | 
1 F : (See, particularly, 1 Cor. 11.) put in what parts is this as 
inly contradicted? That in ſome parts of the ſcripture we 
4 i caught, that man is ſpiritually blind, is very clear ; Mes | 
ne pat other parts have the writers as plainly told us, that they 
„ ook this matter, and the truth is, man can ſee, his eyes 
i : good, they are not blind? The Doctor ſhould ſhew this, 
1 4 ; of he fails in his argument. It 2 man 00 a 2 ge, _ 
ot nal, if not ſuperior to the Spirit of God, he may then lay 
Wy 1 or no, as he pleaſes, to what God takes upon him to pro. 
his © ie; and may give for anſwer to any particular matter urged 
ni en him, ** God is my equal, if not my ſuperior, and I ſhall 
* hot be dictated to by him.” But where is this taught? 
nk ine Doctor cannot ſhew, he fails again.——We go on to 
= remark, that as your miniſter teaches you, that man has a 
i Ipieit within him ſufficient to guide bim, and be his own 
Ji. Judge, in matters revealed from God, and therefore needs not 
- of divine teaching of the Holy Spirit, ſo, 1 
ne Has he poaver in himſelf to do the will of God. (See the 
87 > . Appeal) Then God need not have offered his. Grace might 
the A ve been ſpared, if nature will do. And here the inſpired 
re; \ have expoſed themſelves again, and ſhewn their falli- 
de 7 : for they teach the ſufficiency of grace, and the 
bee, ciency of human nature, for whatever good is to be 
wm ee; We wonder not at the Doctor s ſaying, that the 
“ poſtles were not right in every fun#ilio. Theſe punctilios 
by do many, ſo thick, and fo plain in the ſcriptures, that he 
get. runs may read them; and whilit the Doctor, with his 
155 oonal ſpectacles, reads them, and finds them corruptions, 
ine, 7 with our glaſſes, read them, and find them pure ener- 
3 tic truths. e that can ſee, that the branch can bear fruit 
the Wi itſelf, though it does not abide in the vine, though our 
es, ird ſays it cannot, and that St. Paul meant avithour Chriſt 
on en thening me, I can do all things, though he ſaid, rough, 
* L iee indeed. Thoſe fee atight, who ſee this, it what the 
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Here then, Sirs, at one ſtroke, go all that real Chriſtian® | 
re taught, and al] that they find to be true, reſpecting the 
vine teaching of the Holy Spirit, But, in what part of the 
Priptures, on the ſuppoſition that the Doctor believes them 
be true, does he ſay that this is taught? And in what parts 
che ſacred writers teach, that the Holy Spirit cannot, and 
Hult not be depended upon, as teaching us the ſenſe of the 
Pords, who taught the words themſelves ? That the 6 (x | 


Eat etc 3 


or ſays be true, Man has power in himſelf todo the 
il of God, to be virtuous — good, and ſo to procure 
= A's favour, and God's heaven. And as man has, it ſeems, 
wer to reclaim himſelf, the wonder now is, not that the 
aner converted. the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, but that the 


1 $3. | Apoſtle 
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ruption, an impions Doctrine, which at preſent deforms, i. "as 
graces, defiles, and confines the Church®, n. 
To this teaching of his, of the mere humanity of Chrit, lh 


paid him? Prayer made to him? Why are believers bay. 7 


| foe, and not a truſty friend, a ſecret hater, and not an opet- nl 
| hearted lover of mankind, has palmed the bible upon ti: Rm. 


know that this man is a fluner ?“ And were not the dei 
wrong, when they ſaid, * We know thee, who thou art the 


| Chriſtian, that has a right knowledge of inſpired and uninſpired hiftory ul 


| | B = 
Apoſtle did not convert him/elf, To which we add, how oh. 
ſervable afterwards, in ſome diltant period from his conver. 1 
ſion, is this ſame Apoſtle's miſtake, It is not of him thet Jn 
**© willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſh:weti FR 
£ mercy” for he meant the contrary. But, keeping 01: WY 


eyes, and yours, on the ſcriptures, and keeping your teachers 14) May 
on the ſame object, we go on to take notice, that, on a pro- 


feſhon of his belief in what is there written, he denies, 
6. That the Son of God was egual to his Father in the "nl 


 God-head; but teaches that he was a mere man, a mortal crea. 


ture (See the © Appeal.”) This is one of the Doctor's cy. al 
ruptions ; what he calls a material, a great, a molt ab/urd cor. 


and denial of his divinity, we anſwer, if this be the truth «i © 


the caſe, why then is Chriſt cz:led and deſcribed in the (crip. al 


tures, as GOD, Fehowah, the Lord, the Lord of Hofts, Imma. £ How, 
el, I AM, the f, and the /aft, &. Why is worſhiz 2" 


3 bY | 
tized into his name, as well as into the Father's ? (Is not thi; * oth 


baptiſm an act of adoration ?) Why are divine attributes and dem 
perfections aſcribed to him, to which none but God can have | we 


, 


a title? Things ſaid by him, that none but Jehovah, as ſuch, be 
could ſay? Works done by him, which none but Jehovai dil 
could do? With other particulars, all plainly demonſtrativ« 285 
of Godhead; and yet, all this time, and after allthis, Chril 6 


is not God, but a human being only, like to, though better ellen 
than ourſelves; a mere mortal creature! Here, we muſt ak \,, We 


4 8 
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you, Sirs, What mult a man of a plain underſtanding, and! ay and 


fair enquiring mind, make of the book of God, if no mor: an 


than what your miniſter ſays of Chriſt, be true of him? How nn 
can he poſſibly think, that it is revealed by the wiſdom o FP 
God? And what can he look upon the bible to be, but: « ne 
book full of artfully contrived doctrines to pres. or of an. 
biguous words to beguile, and therefore full of traps to cate? 
initead of truths to guide the fair reader? Surely, a ſubt 


world, —But, if Chriſt was but a mere man, what /ort oi ne 
man could he be but a fnful one? And were not the J% nee 
and Phariſees right, (in John ix.) who faid of him, © % 


*The Doctor has lately publiſhed two volumes, entitled, “ An Hit | P moe 
« of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity.” To which title, we fancy, n re! & 


object, provided that after the words, © An Hiſtory of,” and befor} de * 
words, << Corruptians of Chriſtianity,“ there be inſerted, bis 0201, ; 
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r of theſe; becauſe it is undeniable, that the ſcriptures 


vÞ 
KS ſaid, We did eſteem him ttricken, ſmitten of God, 
nd aflited ;” that is, as a finner for his own fins. —Fur- | 
if Chriſt was a mere mortal, who was his father? Mor- 
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9 a finite, imperfect m ;rtal ; of what greater value was, 
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od.“ And his enemies ſpake right, in their view, when 
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1 i 3h BY he 
p oly One of 


God?” And was not ' Ananias. alſo wrong, 


en he called Chriſt © that 7½% Ore ?” But will you, or 
t teacher ſay this? Can you, or he, prove this? Can you 


4 


EL) 


Sr ove the judgment of the Jeves and Phariſees, and the 


is, and Ananias? But you mult do both one and the 


l of no mere man, but what is « finner. And Jeſus ſpike. | 
ot t, in every view, when he ſaid to the young man, Why 
liel thou me good? There is none good but one, that is 


1 
wh 


tals:: re begot by mortals. Who then begat Chriſt! Mary 2 
WE with child before Joſeph and ſhe came together. And 

could he be born of a virgin? No children are born of. 
„. — Beſides, if the Doctor denies the divinity of the 
Ez we would aſk him, how he proves the divinity of the 
„? For, in our bible, plainly revealed, and piainly un- 
geeftood, and as taken together, ſcripture being compared 


4 with ſcripture, it is very evident, that the fame things, which 


4 m 
| 


wn [trate the latter, demonſtrate the former. And again, 
weeannot but remark, how amazing It is, that if we may 
be allowed to call that perſon a nan, to whom peculiar and 
diſtigg iſhing properties, and eſſential qualities are aſcribed, 

Man; yet, at the ſame time, we mult not call that being, 
GOD, to whom peculiar and diſtinguiſhing properties, and 
e tial qualities are afcribed, as divine / —— Once more, 
, that if Chriſt, the Saviour, was but a mere creature, 


> x 
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auld be, his death, as an atonement for ſin, than would 
been the death of his fellow-mortals-and creatures, Panl, 


Peter, or Martin Luther, or any miniſtering ſervant of 


ls a mere man to be depended upon by a penitent 
, who feels what fin is, for ſalvation from it? Would 


* depend on Peter, and Peter on Paul, as each other's ſa- 


? Would the trembling jailer have been fatisfied, and 


is Irdened of his ſoul-diſtreſs, had the Apoſtle ſaid, Be- 
oe on u,, and thou ſhalt be ſaved?“ And do the ſeri 
= [peak of Chriſt's death, in no more extraordinary ſenſes 


* 
SY 22 
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no] trcumſtances, than of the death of any of his followers ? 

nd then ſay. And who can believe this? . 85 
SS what we have here briefly ſaid, with a view to ſhew 
aud the Doctor, the ſtrangeneſs of denying the deity of 
a of God, we have only to add, that before you and he 


. ig ed any further in that denial, pleaſe to read the“ Short 


eence“ of this doctrine (ſecond edition) written againſt 
the Doctor has advanced, in his Appeal, and in his Fa- 
| Wuftration, to overturn it, by an able hand, Mr. 


A PS . . . 
of Leeds, in Yorkſhire, Anſwer this, and you will 


convince | 


* 


| 3 
eonvince us. But the mention of Chrifl*s death, as a 
atonement or ſacrifice for is to the juſtice of God, and ;; 


bearing the cur/e of the lau, and doing this for us in our 
zoom and; Reads ꝗvn neon damn penn, 

. To ſpeak now of this, as a capital doctrine, which your 
miniſter is a profefled, ſtrenuous oppoſer of, but which we are 
as earneſt contenders for (See his Appeal and Hi oy of Cor. 
ruptions). This doctrine, with the Doctor, 15 a Horrid cor. 
ruption of Chriſtianity, a modern thing, a novel doctrine, an in. 
novation, and a Popiſh invention, Your teacher avowedly 
and profeſſedly contends, that it was not the intention of 
' Chriſt to die, and by his death, as a facrifice, to make any 
ſatis faction to the juſtice of God for our ſins, but only to af. 
{ure us of a future life, and our reſurrection to it, and as an 


example of patient ſuffering and ſubmiſſion to the will of 


his Father, and as a martyr in the glorious cauſe of virtue, 
confirming his own doctrine with his own-blood. What 
then, like as we obſerved before, muſt a man of a plain un. 
 &derſtanding, and a fair enquiring mind, make of the bible, 
which ſpeaks expreſsly of atonement, ranſom, propitiation, price, 
offering tor fin, died for our fins, redemption through his blood, 
Bear our ſins, bought with a price, purchaſed with his blog, 
putting away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, made a cur/e for 
us, &c. 
by interpretations of a teacher, which interpret away the 
common ſenſe of common words? What muſt be link of the 
nature and TAR & of the phraſeology of the ſcriptures ? And 
what muſt this honeſt man ſay, when he reads the account 
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Muit his plain underſtanding ſuffer ſuch impoſitin 


of Chriſt's ſufferings in the 53d chapter of Ifaiah ? Can he 
_ poſſibly believe them to be, what the Doctor ſays they are, "am 
_ the ſufferings only of any good man in /ike circumflances ? (But a 
what other good man ever was there in the like circun- 
ſtances ?) And when he reads the accounts of Chriſt's death, 


in the Goſpels, can he ſay, this is only the death of a com- 
mon ſufferer? What! Was the agony in the garden, the 
treatment at the trial, and the cry on the croſs, the feeling 

only of a mere brother in Chriſt, occaſioned by nothing un- 


common with him, but what was common to others? Could ũ 


all this be any thing but a moſt ſevere puniſhment for /a! 


And did Chriſt ſuffer, to ſatisfy his Father for his own tins? | 1 


Were they right, his enemies, who ſaid, *©* We did eſteem 
«© him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and aftlited,”” for hrs (ins! 
And were they, his friends, wrong, who ſaid, But he was 
* wounded for our tranſgreſions ; he was bruiſed for ur 


“ jniquities,” Were the immediate circumſtances, and im- 


mediate conſequences of the death of the Son of God, the 


darkening of the ſun, the rent of the vail, the rending of 4 
the rocks, the quaking of the earth, the opening of the graves, 
the riſing of the ſaints, - were theſe ſtriking prodigies, like 


1 


the common circumſtances and conſequences of the exit of a a 1 


common 
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mon martyr for Chriſt's ſake — We add, and what 
this ſame honeſt-minded man think and ſay, when he 
cas about the nature and uſe of the various ſacrifices under 


} > /aav, and, after this, reads the Epiſtle to the Hebreaus, but, 
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once diſcover, that they 1 ented what the Redeemer 
$061!cd, his own death, as a ſacrifice for ſin, by a vicarious 
iſhment? What could he call the firſt but types, and the 
er but anti-types? Such muſt be the acceptation, which 
ee ſcriptural accounts of Chriſt's death will meet with, When 
a by the unlearned, as well as learned readers. The Doc- 
allows, to uſe his own words, that“ the lower claſs of 
FÞcople are as capable of judging concerning the important 
5 Fruths of religion, as the moſt learned.” But how can 
be? How can he admit this, when he ſo impoſes upon 
underſtanding, and interprets away that fenſe of the 
ptures, which their plain ſenſes are capable of receiving, 
do receive? And why does he ſend them to the original, 
not confine them to the Engliſh 2ranſlation? But it may 
be obſerved, that what the Doctor ſays about the capa- 
of the common people to underſtand the ſcriptures, 
they ſpeak of the important truths of religion, is very 
and they can ſee, and alſo prove his errors, and his 
uptions of Chriſtianity. But, to add a word or two 
mae, relative to the Doctor's manner of interpreting away 
Fblain ſenſe of plain ſcriptures, which deſcribe the > pr 
hriſt, as a propitiatory ſacrifice for fin, we woald aſk, 
her tert, or contex, ſenſe, and other ſcriptures, can affard 
the leaft fair plea in the world, to do away the evident 
ring of the above quoted expreſſions, by his calling them 
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S Pold figures of ſpeech, figurative expreſſions, allegories, 
—metaphors,”” &c. This man might ſay, and, he woul 
good cauſe for ſaying, If I loſe all this in a figure, 
may loſe beaver in a figure; as the Saviour may be but a 
. rative ſaviour, his ſalvation may be but a metaphorical 


lvarion; and then what becomes of my ſoul? That, 1 
n ſure, is no figure ; And what will become of my ſins? 


1 , I feel, are no metaphors? To ſpeak earneftly— 

ee Doctor lay on his bed, wreathing his body for agony, 

, fit of the ſtone or cholic, would it relieve him to 2:9 : 
is only a figurative pain? Or, to ſpeak jocoſely If he 

4 to have his houſe burnt down, would it prove as good as 


ullding'it again, to remark to him, The fire, Doctor, is 
a figure? Or, if a highwayman took his purſe, the 


ber was only a bold metaphor ? Or, the thief, who ſtole 
. watch, diſplayed only an allegorical theft, and the thief 


ſt only be hung on a metaphorical gallows ? We mention 
pe particulars, in this jocular ſtrain, only to ſhew the 
thor his folly, when he endeavours, with the dextrous 
ies of his pen, and the artful language of his tongue, to 


ound away the ſerious, and plain {ſenſe of the inſpired 
5 „ | writers, 


OI 
—_— —— — —— 


writers, when they treat upon the ſubje& of the end 
Chriſt's death. After which we would not omit to remark 
that one of the arfwers to the Doctor's Appeal, is entitly 


to what we have ſaid, we h:.ve only to add this word of ad. 

"oy . ' £ , .” - * a N CY [ . 

vice, both to you and to hin, That before either of you open 
our mouths again to ſpeak of Chriſt's death, in the men ne 


performance we ſay, Anſwer this, and you will convince us, 


we obſerve him acting to the like purpoſe relative to the 
office of the bird perſon, in his denying the rey and Þ 
_ operations of the Holy Gt. This point we have ſpoken 
before; and therefore we are ſatished with only mentionin 38 
it here; purpoſing only, by this manner of mentionipg itn "FF 
mis place, that it may be noticed as a capital doktri „ 
terpreted away by the Doctor. And now having brief * 
xemarked, and having briefly objected againſt awhar doctrim 
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and alſo his remaining unchanged in his principles and pra- 
tices, after all that has been, 5 7 
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(and very properly) An Appeal to the common ſenſe of pan 


i and common Chriſtians, in behalf of the old Chriſtianity br | 


the Goſpel.” This title itſelf, in our judgment, withou 0 
the contents in the book itſelf, is almoſt, if not quite, anſun Zan 
ſufficient to the Doctor's interpretations of the ſcripture ac. 2 


count of the deſign of the Redeemer's {| ufferings. And noy, le 


arguments againft Chriſt's death being an atonement for {in, 
entitled, A ſhort defence of the doctrine of atonement u 


8. As your miniſter labours to do away the grand and one - wou 
meaning of the death of the cond perſon in the Trinity, 


» leap 


- 


ne, in. n 


** 


next place, by way of l furthen objections againſt then, if 


2. Ta conſider the awfa/ conſequences of ſuch teaching.- Wi 


os 


And awful indeed 2y are, reſpecting the Doctor him/c/. 4 peng 
For, when we conſider the number of years, in which i! al 


"2 of 
N 


Vos 


Has perſiſted to maintain the heterodox, ſoul-ruining cauſf, * 
„ Ab a able and godly men, wri- 
ten againſt. him; and, when, along with this, we retlet, 


with what effrontery he (till goes on, openly and avowed), 


to propagate his pernicious ſcheme, as if no pen had been 


ever taken in hand, or mouth opened _— him, as a mal | 
paſt feeling himſelf, or being made to 


| | by others; what | 
can we be ready to conclude, but that he ſeems to be givn 


up of God, as an invincible enemy to the croſs of Chriſt“; 


*W 
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1 Ale as juſlly and judicially ſent him ſtrong deluſion, that 


ould believe a lie, his own lies, and had given him the 
of lumber, eyes that he ſhould not fee; and ſo he that 
and fas, ©* | fee,” as the Phariſees, the enemies of 
of old, ſhould be made blind. And as Elymas the 


"_ aſe to pervert the right ways of the Lord, withſtanding 


<< E Apoſtle, and ſeeking to turn away the Deputy from 


N > Faith ;*' ſo, what is there 1n this language inapplicable 
Sn ſuitable for your teacher; whilſt, at the ſame time, the 


. . ral blindneſs ef this foe to the truth of God, figures out 


che more awful blindneſs, with which the eyes of his 
tanding are darkened? And what has the Doctor 


and is doing, but exhibiting, in his own perſon, by his 
eonduct, an awful verifying of thoſe awful ſcriptures of 


9 
= 
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OT written, 2 Tim. iii. 13. Heb. x. 26—31. 2 Pet. ii. 1,2. 


me others ſuch-like? We dare not, we want not, we 
9 q 


not poſitively pronounce thus upon your teacher, but 7 


. as we have cauſe, our fearful apprehenſions, and 
fd ul expectations concerning him. He maintains in his 
ies, and teaches others, that there is no hell, as the 
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| Ns, inſpired of God, hade told us, ſpeaking of the de- 
=. Ihe devil that deceived them, was caſt inte the 
e of fire and brimſtone, where the beaſt and the 
FSA LSE PROPHET are, and ſhall be tormented, 


1 and night, for ever,“ Rev. xx. 1o. And St. Peter, 
ios of le propbers, who privily bring in damna- 
8 hereſies, ſays, © They bring upon themſelves ſwift 


ESTRUCTION, and their DAMNATION flumber- 


not,“ 2 Pet. ii. St. Paul declares the end of the ©* ene- 
2s of the croſs of Chriſt' to be DesTRUcCT1oN :- and 


'A 5 „in 2 Cor. xi. ſpeaking of “ falſe apoſtles, deceitful 


rkers, transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
driſt,“ being, as he deſcribes them, ©* Satan's miniſ- 
s,” declares that their“ end ſhall be according to-their 
rks.“ Who can read theſe ſolemn texts, and not think 

d then tremble for your miniſter? This is the end he 
s, and ſuch the puniſhment, we fear, he will meet with; 
et it is what we wiſh him to eſcape. He heſitates not to 
» that there” is no devil. That he, who denies there 


Catan for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that his ſpirit 
„de faved in the day of our Lord Jeſus Chri 2 — 
| | 9 | je "IT | 5 3 8 9 hen 


* 


er was ſtruck blind by the hand of the Lord upon him, 
e, << full of all ſubtilty, and all miſchief, a child of 
devil, an enemy of all righteouſneſs, who would not 


res, untortured, ſpeak of it; but may he reflect upon, 
Aare afraid of, that an iniulted God may make him 


e here, may not meet with one hereafter, we wiſh 
obe “ delivered, that he may learn not to blaſpheme, 
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Then he will find one here; and, ſo, none hereafter. And 
therefore, whilſt with hearts that bleed, and hands that trem. ai 
ble, we caſt before him ſuch awful ſcriptures as the above, Wl 
we would, at the ſame time, with hearts bleeding with love, 
and hands quite lifted up, and earneſtly ſtretched out, fling Wi 
him out, before he is quite ſunk and gone to riſe no more, Wil 
as A rope to catch at (if ſo be, through God's moſt marvel. Wa 
1ous forgiving mercy, he may yet be ſaved from drowning in 
the lake, which burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is 
the ſecond death) one that is molt likely to ſave him, in 
Maatt. xii. 31. with Mark iii. 28. All manner of {fin and wal 
1 BLASPHEMIES, againſt the Son of Man, wherewith. Ml 
' ©*© ſovever they ſhall blaſpheme, ſhall be FORGIVEN unto the 
© ſonsof men.” Allhope of his being yet ſaved is not utter. 
ty, and for ever gone: ſeeing there is, what rejoices our very nl 
ſouls to ſee, a difference between blaſphemy againſt the /ecoud, al 
and that againſt the hird Perſon in the Holy Trinity; the 
former pardonable, the latter unpardonable. With the 
like view it is, and to ſhew our cordial deſire to reſcue hin 
from deſtruction (for our hearts deſire and prayer to God for il 
him is, that he may be ſaved; and we would remember, for i; ai 
encouragement, and our own, that the Apoſtle ſays, Bre. 
5 thren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one conver: Wi: 
him, let him knovy, that he which converteth a {inner fron Wm 
| the error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and 1hall 
hide a multitude of fins.”) We fling him out another 
rope, hoping he may, ſooner or later, catch hold of it; 1! 
any man fee his brother fin a fin which is not unto death, in 
4 he ſhall aſk, and he ſhall give him life for them that n 
not unto death. There is a ſin unto death, I do not {7 
he ſhall pray for it. All unrighteouſneſs is fin : and there 
A 18 a fin not unto death,” 1 John v. 16, 17. Hoping the 
the Doctor's ſin is that which is not unto death, we do ear. 
neſtly pray our God to give him grace to ſee it, and ſaving 
to repent of it. Our with being, not to ſend him into, but 'v 
keep him from deſtruction, and being very unwilling to count 
him as an enemy, but heartily willing to admoniſh him as 2 i 
brother, we exhort him to ponder the above ſcriptures ; ani 
with the like aim that we wilh him to read the grand inſpired 
book, we wiſh him alſo to read an uninſpired, but a very af. 
fecting one, entitled, The Arian's and the Socinian's Mo- 
„ nitor;'“ with the deſire, not that he may read a ſolemn 1 
repreſentation of his fate, but a ſtriking admonition to warn 
him againſt it; that he may avoid im. 
2. The next conſequence, we obſerve, of your minilter's | 
manner of teaching, reſpecting hi mſelf, is one that äs peculi- | 
arly mortifying both to him, and to his admuers ; in chat, 
his interpretations of the fcriptures are ſuch, as that they af- 
ford us an undeniable diſplay of the impaired Rate of his 
enſes, or rather, as appears, the great poverty of * 2 1 
„„ i | . "> aiding, 
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ding. When we read the Doctor's philoſophical. publi- 


=” 
ions, we ſee the man of ſenſe ; but when we read his 


' pcural ones, we ſee the boy at ſchool, a mere novice. 
When he lectures us upon electricity, perſpective, fixed air, 
1 he ſhines; but when he lectures us in dirinity, he is 
iouded, and enveloped in darkneſs. Here his poor abi- 
1 2 expoſed indeed. As a profeſſor of philoſophy, we 
e our vote for him (provided he does not ſpoil us through 


and vain deceit); but as a profeſſor of divinity, we can- 
t. The firſt we wiſh him to go on with, but the other we 
n him to let alone. A ſeat in the ſchools is a ſeat for the 
cor, but not a ſtand in the pulpit. For, if a man of pro- 
ed literary education, can deliberately, and after long 
ay, allow himfelf to maintain, and actually publiſh for 
TRIS 1nſpcRion of the learned world, as the Doctor really has 
nc, is the following obſervable, and very remarkable in- 
nces, viz. That when Thomas expreſſes his faith in the 
ord Chriſt, and, in his adorable acknowledgment of his 
ity, cries out with holy rapture, * My LORD, and my 
good,“ he only gives ſuch an idle abrupt exclamation (as 
e Doctor calls it) as the prophane do; when, upon every 
n almoſt, they are ſo apt to expreſs their ſuprize, by ſay- 
>, © © Lord, O God; Lord have mercy upon us.“ 
What when the fifty-third chapter of Iſaiah gives us an ac 
nt of the ſufferings of the Redeemer, as a-ſacrifice for ſin, 

j: only gives us an account of the ſufferings of any good man; 
hat when St. Peter ſays, ©* The devil is like a roaring 
lion, going up and down, ſecking whom he may devour,” 
means only Nero, the Roman Emperor, or ſome other &noxun 
ger /ary, or accuſer ;— That when St. Peter and St. Jude 

eak of the fallen angels, that ſinned, &c. they mean, pro- 


: ob, the 2% engers, who were ſent from the avi/derneſs, to _ 
iy out the land of Canaan ;—That when St. Paul expreſſes 


s having a deſire to go to the Theſſalonians, but that Sa- 
tan hindered him,“ he might mean any human adverſary, 
{ome of his friends, influenced by worldly confiderations ;— 
hat when the ſame Apoſtle ſays, in Phil. ii. that Chriſt, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God,“ he means (ſo ſtrangely in itſelf, and fo 


> 1 onſiſtent with the context) that Chriſt was far from think- 
8 s of ſuch an impious robbery, as that of being equal with 
a od; (the Doctor ſaying, it was an impious robbery, the 


Wpolile, that it was no robbery at al!) ;—And that which 

ay be really meant by Jeſus being tempted by the devil, 

Matt. iv. may be that the in proper thoughts (as the Doctor 

ls them) mentioned in the courſe of the narrative, either 

curred to himfelf, in his private meditations, or were ſug- 

ſted by ſome other perſon; — That when the wicked and 

clous die, as ſuch, they go ſome where (but who can tell 

here?) and are puniſhed, and, 1n a fort of purgatory, are 1 
ent LN 7 Es purified 


and others {uch like, that we ſee not only the wretch 7 
| ſhifts, the ignorant and hard-driven expoſitor is put to, 10 


— 


the expoſure he affords of the /mallne/s of his abilities, asy 
his underſtanding of ſpiritual fubjects. So true is it, thy 


DD. hl]: - 
purified and made better, in order to be virtuous, and o, 
be good, and happy for ever: We ſay, that when we ſee th," 
Doctor can exhibit, for the examination of the public, ſy, * 
foreign interpretations of the holy ſcriptures, as theſe 22 


order to maintain his uncooth ſyſtem, . but we diſcern plainh 1 


God“ deſtroys the wiſdom of the wiſe, and brings to 1. ln 


thing the underſtunding of the prudent ; and he taketh te 


and narrowly ſearched, when he offers to expound the ſcry.! 


© wiſe in their own craftineſs.“ What a laugh mull ti; wn 


_ truſt a man, who profeſſes himſelf an apothecary, who i 


you hearken, as your interpreter of the ſcriptures, in matt: 


make choice of, as the phyſician of, your ſouls. = 


ſelf, which follows from his principles and. teachings, — 


afford to a man of ſenſe, and what a grief to a man of ch. 
rity-! After this, who in the world can truſt the Doctor, 3 


an interpreter of ſcripture? He muſt now be, both ; 1 a 
preacher and a writer, always ſuſpected, cloſely watched, i 


7 


= 
Py 


tures, as a mere novice, or empiric in religion. Can vi 


only a ſmatterer in medical knowledge, and but a dab: 2M 
in medicine, and in making up the phyſicians preſcription, ll 
has been guilty of many capital blunders? If we do, wv 


_ muſt thank ourſelves, more than blame him, whoſe ju“ a 


of the very greateſt importance, in concerns momentous tix bee 
tne laſt degree. This is the unſkilful practitioner, whom yu 


* 
we. 
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3. A third ſolemn conſequence, reſpeding the Doctor him. 


what he little thinks of, but which is as great in its truth, zl 


It is little in his thought, viz, That he teaches 7do/atry, an Wy 
is himſelf an idolater. He has the face to call our worili Wl 


_ ** jdolatrous. and blaſphemous ;?* becauſe we ſerve (as = 
 frys) more Gods than one. Bet, this is not true. I his i 


deny profeſſedly, and openly. As for the Church of tn; 
land, her Members ſay, ©* We are forbidaden, by the Cat 
lic religion, to ſay, there be three Gods.“ Again, | 7 Wy 
are not three Gods, but one God.” Our God is Father 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Three Le not three Gods ; of 
God only. Yet the three Perſons are divine. This istit 
myſtery to be believed; becauſe it is the ſcripture account 
of Jehovai ; and therefore we have ſcriptural worſhip. Ve Wal 
as Prinitarlans, are true worſhippers of the one true Gel; Wl 
but y u, and your teacher, as Unitarians, are worſhipper: d 
a /alſe<z04d; for you worihip a God of your own maki 
and not of the bible's revealing. You think of God, 5 b == 


1 5 
not think of himſelf; and ſpeak of God, as he does not 


of himſelf. But ſurely, his own account of himſelf, 
s ſcripture character, is the right one, and not the un- 


DS. 


„ tural one of the Doctor's. If there be common ſenſe in 
non words, and which may be comprehended by men 
mmon underſtandings, the bible deſcribes our triune 
I vah to be three perſons, but one God, yet each perſon 
e and adorable. But this is not the God, which the 
or worſhips, but his is another God; and therefore he 

. 8 idolater, and a real breaker of the firſt commandment, - 
h ſays, Thou ſhalt have no e, Gods before me.“ 


88, conſequently, like the Athenians of old, he may ſet up 
tar, with this inferiptiqn, © To the untzown God, 
n he ignorantly worſhips. And how the Doctor can 
\ nimſelf from the charge of his being as real an idolater 
| he jew, the Turk, or the Pagan (all of whom worſhip 
. god, to the excluſion of the Son, and the Spirit) our un- 
% andings cannot comprehend; but we can comprehend, 
Wa Unitarian is no better than a Jew, a Turk, or a Pagan. 
„ vould go on to obſerve, at the Docter ſays, we Trini- 


„as are idolaters, and have no better than idolatrous 
E ip. But will the Doctor ſay, that thouſands and thou- 
of God's faithful fervants, martyrs for the truth, mi- 
s, and others, in the Chriſtian church, in every age, 
„ of ſenſe and learning too, as well as of grace (all Tri- 
„ Mans) have miſtaken the object of their worſhip; and 


all their ſtudious pains in ſearching of the ſcriptures, 


prayer for the divine teaching of the Spirit, have never 
able to underſtand, who, and what that Being is, who 
0% orable; and have all their lives been idolatrous wor- 
ers? Weak your teacher, and you, how you all c- 
% for this? And what muſt we think of your God, that 
ne Perſon, whom you call, Father, and reprefent as a 
of „e, and whom the Doctor calls “ the moſt com- 
monate Father of all his offspring,“ and whoſe mercies 


er all his works, who yet has permitted this idolatrous 
* ip to his own diſhonour, and left all theſe his ſervants 


ee, and alſo to die in this ſtate of ſinful idolatry ; and, 
the bible in their hands, exprefsly teaching them by it, 
tis a falſe, and what alone is the true worthip of the one 
try | God ? And, additionally to this, we alk, Are they guilty 
olatry in Seven, where they worſhip the Lamb, as they 
up the Father; daring to worſhip the creature with the 


Ine 

the ſame worſhip, and in the very face of the Creator? Are 

int ts and Angels there, all idolaters ? If ſo, what becomes 
' _ dt, Paul's repeated declarations, that idolaters ſhall 
d: et inherit the kingdom of God?“ Declarations theſe. 

of arming to the Doctor, reſpecting his own future ſtate, 


dntradictory to the concluſion of his doctrine, that the 
Pping of Chriſt is 1 5 TT; 
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juſt mention, amongſt the ſolemn conſequences of your mi. 
niſter's teaching, that there is one reſpecting the nation. I. 
concern is a zona one; the cauſe a public cauſe, reſpectiig 


the infidel ſpirit continues, and increaſes, but to find it will 


„ ea CS LEE Ss 
LY 


TO, 


4. One other particular, as a conſequence of your mini. 
ter's teaching, and which relates to himſelf, in a very di. 
heartening point of view, is, the great diſappoiniment met with Wa: 
in the acceptance of his ſervices paid to, and as expected | 
de received by God the Father, The Doctor profeſſes gren WY 

reverential regard to the Father, ſpeaks highly of him, 24 
adorably to him; and appears to apprehend not the leaſt (ic, mY 
approbation, or refuſal of ſuch ſervices. But here h: i; 
greatly miſtaken, Here is a terrible diſappointment. He 
bas a zeal for God; but, to ſpeak the beſt of it, it is a 2ce4 MY 
not according to knowledge. God the Father accounts hin. 
ſelf, not honoured, as the unitarian worſhipper expects, bu 
diſhonoured, as the truth of the matter is, by ſuch a perſon WY 


with ſuch a ſervice, For, if he ſees his Son degraded, he 


cannot ſee himſelf exalted. Were we to ſee our fons ſcanda. il 
lized, could we poſſibly imagine ourſelves honoured ? Shall 
the man, who deſpiſes my children, tell me he loves me 
To prove what we ſay, we bring three or four particuls 
ſcriptures: and we believe the Doctor's dexterity at inter. 
pretation cannot figure away t'izir plain and true meaning; 
viz. our Lord's words, in John v. 17—23. and xv. 23. Hal 
ſervant's, St. Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 12. and his ſervant's, 8, 
John, 1 epiſtle, ii. 23. and 2 John verſe 9. The Dot Wa: 
thinks that the Father is a lover of him, and himſelf a love i 
of the Father; but theſe plain ſcriptures plainly. teach, tha Wa 


they are haters, and not loyers of one another. God, in hi 


word, tells him this now, and will cauſe him to find ith 0 


hereafter, unleſs he recants and repents. We would her: 


Great Britain. The ſpread of infidelity, in various ſhaps Wn 

and degrees, of late years has been, and is now, rapid; and 
the people of the land, in their ſolemn days of faſting, have 
acknowledged this as one of the national fins, and have de. 
precated the judgments of God reſpecting it. According, 
then, to our own-acknowledgments, what can we expect, if 


bring on national ruin! The doctrines of the eſtabliſhed 
Church are denied ; and what does this lead to, but the over- 


throw of the Church; and if the eccleſiaſtical ſtate goes, 


the civil will go: as it has been, ſo it will be; they will itand 


or fall together. And we would further obſerve, that we are 
_ plainly taught in the ſcriptures, to fear this ruin, when we 


there read, that the Jewiſh Church and Polity were de- 


ſtroyed for the ſame fin, which now threatens ours, namely, 


the rejection of the Son of God. This is written for our 


learning. O that we may learn from it, and be wiſe in 


time! To this we would add another thought, reſpetting 
your teacher, namely, What an enemy to his country mult be 
_ N i e 


. „ 

in his ſo earneſtly forwarding that evil fyſtem, which di- 

&ly tends to its ruin Such, Sirs, ſo particular, ſo true, 

d fo exceedingly awful, are the conſequences of your mi- 

ter's principles, reſpecting himſelf.— And now, after all 

is, we earneſtly entreat, and call upon you to contider; 

lat the ſolemn conſequences are reſpecting your/efves, by | 
propagating his ſoul-ruining principles amongſt you. We | 

ve ſhewed you, and ſurely you cannot but fee, what a 


e ſtor your ſhepherd is; and what is the fond, With which 
feeds you; or, rather, the poiſon with which he deſtroys. 

„u. And now we ſeriouſly aſk you, Sirs, Will you ſtil! 
i low him? Still be led by him? Still hear him, and ſtill 


BSlicve him? What, when he ſtrikes at the very founda- 


16 —Y pn, labouring to undermine the Chriſtian edifice ? What, 
. ien he labours, as he has /azd he would not ceaſe to labour, 


| WE til! he had baniſhed that 147, Chriſt, out of the world?“ 
hat, when this his endeavour to effect this awful purpole, 
bat a comment on thoſe words of the prophet of old, but 

. SD p!licable now, Get ye out of the way, turn aſide out of 
the path; cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe from be- 
fore us. What, when you are warned by Chriſt himſelf, 
one place, Take heed what you hear: in another, 


or | Beware of falfe prophets,” &c. By Solomon, Ceaſe, 
er my ſon, to hear the inſtruction, that cauſeth to err. from 
Fl the words of knowledge: By St. Paul, © Though we, 
1; A or an angel from Heaven, preach any other goſpel unto 
you, than that we have preached unto you, let him be 
If accurſed:“ and again, Having a form of godlinels, 
tt but denying the power thereof; from ſuch TURN 
ke AWAY. Beware of dogs, beware. of evil-workers ;?* 
ns d again, Beware, leſt any man ſpoil you through philo- 
2 ſophy, and vain deceit,“ &c. and again, A man that 
nd is an heretic “, after the firſt and ſecond admonition, 
ve REJECT :'? and again, Now I beſeech you, brethren, 

le. mark them which.cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary 
19, to the doctrine, which ye have learned; and AVOID 
il them: By St. John, Beloved, believe not every ſpi- 
vill tit; but try the ſpirits, whether they are of God; be- 
ed cauſe many falſe prophets are gone out into the world :”? 


That the Doctor is an heretic, and a promoter of hereſy, is very clear, 

ot only from the ſcripture account of ſuch, but from this particular alſo, 

amely, that he is reviving the old exploded herefies, with which the- 

horch of Chriſt was peſtered and torn, in former ages, by the ancient 

retics, the Ebynites Cerinthians, Gnoſtics, Samoſetanians, Photinians, Pela® _ 
a and others; all of whom, and their pernicious tenets, were tri- _ 


ly, ed over, bot at Church, which they themſelves Jaboured to triumph 
4 er. An account of all Which damnable hereſies, and a complete anſwer 
01 „ and overthrow of which, may be fully ſeen in two particular maſterly 
in 'orks of that truly evangelical, and as. truly learned writer, in the laſt 
ing atury, Dr. OWEN ;. one entitled, 2 5 Vindiciz . Evangelicæ; or, The 
h lyſtery of the Goſpel vindicated, and Socinianiſm examined, in an- 


det to John Biddle, the Socinian;“ and the other, entitled. An. 
be, Expoſition on the Eypiſtle to the Hobrews. Ot” 1 TH 


0 1 15 2 
and ſtill more expreſsly, more ftrikingly, and more pri. 
nently, by the fame Apoſtle, “If there come any unto you, M 
aud bring not this doctrine”? (that is, the true doctrine of Wl 
«© Chriſt, as God, and Saviour by his atonement) “ receive WM 
© him not into your houſe, neither bid him, God ſpeed, M 
For he that biddeth him, God ſpeed, is partaker of hi; MW 
7 evil deeds.” What, Sirs, will you dare, in direct oppo. 
fition to what the God of truth ſays, and when it tends to 
your own never ending, and never to be counted loſs, to 0 
on to regard what the man of falſity ſays (preaching lies n! 
. God's name) receiving his doctrine, and fondling his perſon? F 
AI you follow him, where, where, we aſk you, do you ima. 
gine he will lead you; Where he ventures, will you? Of 
old it was ſaid, The leaders of this people have cauſed 
them to err, and they that are led of them, are de/troyea,” 
Will you venture the not verifying ſuch words now? What 
can you poſhbly be thinking of, as to ſuffer yourſelves to be 
ſo blinded, as you are, by this guide, himſelf blinded? “ 
Will you not © BOTH fall into the ditch 2?” When both 
you, and your teacher, ſtand, at the laſt awful day, before 
the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, all of you to give an account af 
_ yourſelves to God, Will it be with you, that he will be your 
rejoicing, even as ye alſo will be his, in the day of the Lord! 
Jeſus? No, Sirs, we believe it will be the oppoſite. O then, 
think of it, before it be too late. Knowing the terrors o 
the Lord, we would perſuade you. Let us further aſk you, 
What evidence have you of your miniſter being a teacher 
ſent of God? What are the fruits to finners of this preacher MW 
of ſalvation, as you think him? The Doctor appears 0 
wield the ſword of the Spirit, and ſeems to fight, but what 
does he, but, with it, „ beat the air?“ The ſword, then, 
is of his own making, not of the Spirit's. But what is dont 
by him? How many vain, angodly men have, by hin, 
been turned from the error of their ways, and their foul: 
ſaved from death? Can you produce yourſelves, or other 
around you, that can tell what God has done for their ſouls 
by his miniſtry? Any that are ſeals to his miniſtry, and 
will prove his joy and crown of rejoicing in the great day of 
the Lord Jeſus? No, you have none. But we have many; 
Our miniſters are ſent of God; and they are owned of God. 
We are their epiſtles, known and read of all men, Our 
miniſters can, each of them, ſay, as St. Paul does to the Co- 
rinthians, In Chriſt Jefus I have begotten you through 
the goſpel.” We bleſs God now, and believe we ſhall blels 
him more in eternity, that we ever heard them. Now, Sirs, 
which miniſtry is it, think you, yours or ours, that the Fa— 
ther makes moſt, or any uſe of? To which does he give, 
and from which does he withhold his blefling ? . Therefore, 
we add, which is according to his mind and will? Here, 
Sirs, we have brought the plain and ſerious ſubject to a plaii 
and ſerious point. Whether there be a failure with you! 
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cher in other particulars, or not, there is a great and a fatal 
here. It finners are not converted, and fo fouls are not 
ed. it is as clear, as it is an awful certainty, the teaching 

aterially defective, yea, ſoul-ruining. If God gives no 
reaſe, does it not look as if it was not a Paul that planted, 
an Apollos that watered ? If the ſheep are not called and 

does it not appear that the ſhepherd, ſo called and ſup- _ 
bd, is but an hireling, a ſtranger, or a wolf, and not a 
> ſhepherd? We ſpeak as unto wiſe men; judge ye 
at we ſay. In this caſe, what then is the worth of, or, 
her, how dreadfully deſtructive is your religion, and your 
her's? What can you do for yourſelves, or wnat can he 
| to you, with his religion, thould you come to feel hor- 
, becauſe you felt your fatal miſtakes on your death bed? 
at, for inſtance, would your teacher have ſaid to diſpel | 
deſpair of the dying profligate, Altamont, as related by 
ung, in his Centaur?” What to the late Hon. 

N—t, whoſe awful death we have lately had an affect- 
account of in the Goſpel Magazine? What to the ſtill 
Je heart-rending caſe of Francis Spira? What would he 
e {aid to the trembling jailer (in Acts xvi.) Not, ſurely, 
Wt the Apoſtle ſaid. In theſc, and in ſuch like caſes, 
In the conſcience is ſtabbed, can Socinianiſm heal? When 
Wn accuſes, can the Unitarian comfort: When Heaven 
cof fight, and hell in, can the free enquirer reverſe the 
ect? When conviction creates pangs, can ſelf-repent- 
change them for applauſe ?—©O Sirs, for God's ſake, - 
and confider the awful ſolemneſs of ſuch caſes as theſe. 
leave them upon your minds. Do not ſhake them off. 
ut, a little more; let us aik again, what are the good 


# 


the infallible Divine Teacher ſays, © Ye thall know 

lem by, their fruits.“ Ves: Our true, and your falſe 
care, indeed, eaſily, and ſoon, and fully known. But 
e fruits are obſervable in your lives and converſations ? 
r inſtructor lifts you up very high indeed; we can ſee 
more plainly. He actually repreſents you, às ©* the 
olt exemplary of men,” whilſt he charges us with“ pride 
Id bigotry :” and this, he ſays, your enemies muſt 

knowledge.” Indeed your enemies do not, and cannot. 
auſe it-1s notorious, that however moral ſome of you may 
yet numbers of the Socinians and Unitarians are looſe 
eir lives, and exemplary in the love of the world, and 

vain followers of it, and earneſt compliers with it, in its 
ways; and this, the Doctor himſelf being judge; for 
allows, „there is, in you Unitarians, a greater confor- 

nity to the world, than is oblervable in the Trinita- 
lans,” This witneſs is true; for it is that of a prophet 
our own. Where now, Sirs, is the honeſty and conſiſf. 
y of your teacher, in painting this matter in ſuch falſe 
urs? Is he not condemned of himielf? And, we aſk, 


\ 


Wits of your miniſter's preaching ? Speaking of falſe pro- 


What is this, but“ calling evilgood, and good evil; puttin 
„darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs ?” And wha, 
os is there denounced againft ſuch !—Again, Sirs, we 
to your. What, will you yet continue to follow, and not ſol. 
ſake your leader? Suffer us to reaſon with you. And, hy. 
ing for your attention, we would ſay, particularly, feeling: 
compaſſionate look, as upon the preſent, ſo towards the gene. 
ration beyond the preſent, What, will you, who are pare, 
ſend your chilaren, your younger, or grown up ſons and 
daughters, to be catechetically in/irufted by ſuch an inftrudty, 
When his Catechiſm for Children and young Perſons,” 
- publiſhed by him for this very purpoſe, like the Racovian d 
John Biddle; is, to ſpeak the beſt of it, a plain, avonel 
fyſtem of mere morality, ſelf-righteouſneſs, and legal ſalu. 
tion; and, to ſpeak the worſt ot it, full of heterodox, ani _ 
chriſtian, and ſoul-ruining doctrine? At the ſame time, ale 
ye obſerve, the author ſpeaks againſt other (orthodox, ern 
gelical) catechiſms. What, Sirs, ſhall the parents encourg 
ſuch inſtruction, and the children be ſent on purpoſe to len 
it! How awful, then, is the caſe of the preſent riſing ger 
ration, and how awful will be the caſe of the next, yea, 
generations to come! Will the parents, by this means, 
ready, before they are born, a road paved for their child g 
in the broad way, to lead them to deſtruction, ſtopping upf l 
narrow, the only true one, which would lead them to eten 
nie! Will your children, will the generations to con? 
. as you ſpeak, and expreſs your fervent wiſhes, may be the“! 
will rife up, and call you bleſſed??? No. They will, it“ 
be feared, unk down in hell, and call you eurſed. I 
ſhall follow the generations of their fathers, and ſhall ner 115 
ſee light. O, Sirs, for the ſake of your childrens? ſouls ?: 
Well as your own, ſtop, and conſider what is with you, wii AN 
is around you, and whither you are going. Examine, at! 7 
weigh with fairneſs, and without-prejudice, our address 
- you, and our pleadings for you, We are much moved oft,, 
ſelves, and would move you much. Our aim is to convint pe 
you, for your good, not to grieve you, for your hurt. Oui, 
much affliction and anguiſh of heart, we have written une 
vou with many tears; not that you ſhould be grieved, but tity? 
ye might know the love, which we have more abundant! 
to you. We are friends, acting a friendly part, not fe 
acting an hoſtile one; and we are not your enemies, bu 
your friends, becauſe we tell you the truth. Yea, we at 
the ſame reſpecting your teacher. Of him we are rea 
almoſt to deſpair, but not of you. Of his being convincewM 
there is a poſſibllity; not, we fear, a probability : but uv 
© you, we have hopes. God grant they may not be dil" 
pointed! May he be with yon? May he give you a 12" 
underſtanding in all things ; guiding you. out of all deff 
ive error, and into all ſaving truth! e 1 
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